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Letter to the Editor 
Dear Professor Zassenhaus: 
I wish to let you know that the result in my paper entitled “On the 
Equation 4/n = l/x + l/y + l/z” (J. Number Theory 13 (1981) 485-494) is 
not new. A stronger result was published by R. C. Vaughan in 1970. In fact, 
Vaughan [I] proved that the number E,(N) of natural numbers n < N for 
which 
a/n =.1/x + l/y + l/z 
is insolvable is < Nexp(-c(a)(log N)2’3), where c(a) > 0 is a constant 
depending at most on a. In 1973 C. Viola (21 extended Vaughan’s theorem 
to the equations ni xi - Ci xi = n and Ct l/xi = a/n. I have not been able 
to refer to either of these papers. I am grateful to Professor Carlo Viola for 
telling me these results. 
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